RESUME


Darren Elliott Schmidt
4817 Valley Way
Antioch, CA 94531
(925) 584-4124
d@darrenschmidt.com

OBJECTIVE
Film/TV Camera-Steadicam Operator.

RELEVANT SKILLS

Camera Proficiency:
JVC: GY-HD100U, 
Panasonic: DVX100, 
Sony: HVR-V1U, HVR-Z1U, PD150
Canon: XL2, XL1, GL2
Other Skills:
Very electronically inclined, (I can teach myself to run any camera in 15 minutes)
Lighting design and setup.

Audio mixing, microphone boom, and wireless sound recording.
EXPERIENCE

Camera Operator, 2004 - Present
Currently working as a Freelance Camera Operator managing all aspects of the cameras operation in feature, short, commercial, and event video production. Additional responsibilities have included handling and setup of lighting and set design. I have also worked with the onscreen talent in the capacity of director, walking them through the scene and working on fine-tuning their performance. 

SteadiCam Operator, 2005 - Present
Currently own a Varizoom Aviator Camera Stabilizer. Working in conjunction with directors to produce well thought out interesting smooth shots.
PRODUCTIONS:  Camera Op 
Hell House 2006 

Digital Shadow Films

Dir. Jason Morris
Worked as a camera operator/Steadicam on this full-length independent film.

Rapid Remodel TV
2007
                                                  Dir. Allen Tatomer
For 3 months I worked as B-camera operator/Steadicam on this reality show in Petaluma, CA. The show is in negation for acquisition.

The Picnic 2007
          On and On Films

        Dir. Scott Cannon

Worked as a camera operator/Steadicam on this independent short film.

Premature 2007                                                     
         Dir. Ahn Nugent

Worked as a camera operator/Steadicam on this independent short film.

Team VooDoo Air Racing 2003 to Present
I am the media coordinator, content producer, and production crew for the race team. I produce short videos of the races and interviews with the crew to for viewing online at www.voodooairracing.com. I am currently in talks with owner/pilot Bob Button about producing, an hour-long professional video, for sale and to shop around the various cable networks.
Freelance Camera/Steadicam Present
I currently freelance for multiple marketing and production companies shooting commercial and event video.
PRODUCTIONS:  Other Positions
Lockup/MSNBC 2007


 

44 Blue Production
Worked as the production assistant for 44 Blue Productions who is contracted to produce a six episode series about prison life for MSNBC. Shot at San Quentin Prison, I was in charge of tape logging, set-up and breakdown of lights, acquiring release forms and pictures from all taped prisoners, and shot some b-roll with a small Sony HD camera.
Fruit of the Loom Commercial 2007
  
   Hollywood Location Co.
I worked as a site coordinator acting as a liaison between the JP Morgan building and the film crew. I oversaw the film crew and their equipment, with concerns on placement, the sidewalk and street blockage, and any inconvenience to the buildings normal function. My number one priority was to work with building owners and address any concerns or possible problems that might have occurred. 
BACKGROUND
Darren Schmidt found his way to camera operator through an obsession with the art of movie making. Coupling his long time hobby of still photography, twelve years as a professional graphic artist, and a love for capturing the human experience he launched himself into mastering the moving picture. Away went the family camcorder and in came the professional high-def cameras. Through sheer tenacity, Darren graduated from preserving his daughters’ gymnastics and swimming events to producing equestrian and educational professional development videos. Eventually, Darren’s passion for air racing afforded him the opportunity to document the thrilling spectacle of the Reno Air Races, as the head of Team Voodoo’s media crew and later as a member of the Reno Air Race Association’s press crew. Due to his unique cockpit footage and vibrant depictions of the sport, news crews began to use Darren’s footage. As of late, Darren is producing a documentary on Air Racing. His ability to progress from filming to editing and preproduction has given him a unique understanding of the few through the lens.   
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